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PRACTICAL NESTING^BOXES FOR BIRDS 

By T. Gilbert Pearson 



AT this season the subject of providing nesting- 
boxes for wild birds is claiming the atten- 
tion of hundreds of thousands of bird-lovers 
throughout the land. 

Many of these structures that one sees as one 
goes about the country are totally impracticable 
for the purpose for which they were designed, and 
the birds do not use them. There is a widespread 
idea that the right kind of a box for a bird is 
a miniature human dwelling. That is, many people 
build boxes with the entrance-hole on a level with 



the floor, just like the door of a house. As a matter 
of fact the entrance-hole should always be well 
elevated above the floor. Bearing in mind that the 
natural nesting-places of birds that build in hollow 
trees are decayed cavities, which lead downward 
from a knot hole, or an abandoned woodpecker's 
nest which is always dug below the doorway, one 
can readily understand just the form a bird-box 
should take. Here are given some illustrations of 
bird-houses which can be built by any one. 

T. Gilbert Pearson 




The ideal uikd-box is the one 

THAT MORE XEAItLY REl'llESEXTS A 

woodpecker's kesting cavity. This 
IS made by sawing lexgtiiwise a 

SECTIOX OF a small LOG 



N'estixg-uox made of boards axd 
XAir.ED to a thee by F. Pellette of 
Iowa. The isottom of the box is 
covered with ax ixch layer of 
sawdust. a sparrow - ifawk here 

LAID HER EGGS AXD REARED HER 
YOUNG 



